
	
   	
  

	
  

About Mérieux NutriSciences Corporation:  
Within Institut Mérieux, Mérieux NutriSciences works as a trusted partner to assure food quality, safety and better nutrition all across the 
supply chain on a global basis. Mérieux NutriSciences Corporation provides consulting, testing, auditing, education, sensory, innovation and 
contract research services through its business units Silliker, Inc., Biofortis, and Bioagri. Mérieux NutriSciences helps advance science and 
solutions for food safety and nutrition worldwide.  www.merieuxnutrisciences.com 

	
  

PRESS RELEASE 

Silliker Provides Chemical Analysis for Carbendazim   
January 13, 2012 – Chicago, IL: The Food and Drug Administration announced 1/11/12 that it would 
temporarily halt all imports of foreign orange juice due to potential contamination by the fungicide 
Carbendazim (Benzimidazole family).  FDA concerns are linked to commercial orange juice and juice 
concentrate samples that tested positive for the fungicide Carbendazim, currently an unlawful 
pesticide residue in the US.  Orange juice imports will be detained until the FDA conducts a thorough 
investigation regarding the presence of Carbendazim. Any imported orange juice shipments testing 
positive for the fungicide would be denied entry.  

Silliker can provide state-of-the-art chemical analysis for Carbendazim in orange juice utilizing high 
performance liquid chromatography (LC-MS/MS). Detection level is 1 ppb with test results in seven 
(7) business days. 

Manufacturers of juice and beverages containing juice are encouraged to screen for this fungicide 
which could potentially create a public health risk. In addition to fungicides, Silliker offers extensive 
contaminant testing for all types of foods and beverages.  For more information, log on to 
www.merieuxnutrisciences.com. 
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